RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Fifty-Ninth 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  ond  Members  of  the  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  District 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1938. 

The  Report  is  an  “Ordinary  Report”  drawn  up  on  the  lines  suggested  in  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  1728  and,  in  accordance  with  the  economy  cuts  recommended  by  the 
Central  Authority  and  local  Councils,  repetition  is  avoided  by  references  to  information  given 
in  the  “Survey  Report”  of  1930.  Further  details  of  work  done  are  restricted  to  facts  essential 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  continuity  of  records  kept  for  the  past  fifty-eight  years. 


A.— NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


1. 

2. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. , 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  EMPLOYMENT 


See  Rejiort  for  1930. 


In  addition  to  rearing  cattle  and  sheep  in  this  rural  district,  the  wholesale  production 
of  milk  for  collection  by  motors  is  steadily  increasing  and  butter-making  proportionately 
decreasing.  Otherwise,  conditions  and  employment  remain  unchanged. 

As  for  some  years  past,  the  district  has  been  comparatively  free  from  Infectious 
Disease,  both  notifiable  and  non-notifiable. 

Vital  statistics  show  birth-rate  —9*7  Death-rate  —12 ‘3 


GENERAL  DETAILS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Area  (acres) 

...  52,674 

Population  (1921  census) 

...  3,897 

Population  (1931  census) 

...  4,050 

Population  (1938  estimated)  ... 

...  3,895 

Inhabited  houses  (1938  estimated)  ... 

...  1,107 

Rateable  Value 

...  £16,513 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

£63 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(a)  Births. 

The  Births  registered  as  occurring  in  or  belonging  to  the  district  were  38. 

Legitimate  ...  19  Males  and  19  Females 

Illegitimate  ...  0  Male  and  0  Female. 

Birth-rate  on  an  estimated  population  of  3,895  is  equivalent  to  9-7  per  1,000,  com¬ 
pared  with  13-1,  13  •!  and  10-2  in  the  previous  three  years,  with  12-4  for  the  Craven  Combined 
Districts,  and  with  15  T  for  England  and  Wales. 

(b)  Deaths. 

The  Deaths  after  correction  by  the  inward  transfer  of  residents  dying  outside  the 
district  and  the  outward  transfer  of  non-residents  dying  inside  the  district,  numbered  28 
males  and  20  females,  a  total  of  48. 

The  death-rate  is  thus  12-3,  compared  with  12-9,  11 '8  and  13-0  in  the  previous  three 
years,  with  13-5  for  the  Craven  Combined  Districts,  and  11-6  for  England  and  Wales. 

(c)  Infant  Mortality. 

The  Infant  Deaths  as  corrected  by  the  Registrar-General  were  1  Male  and  3  Females. 

The  Infant  Mortality  was  thus  105  per  1,000  children  born,  compared  with  19,  38  and 
0  in  the  previous  three  years,  with  34  for  the  Craven  Districts,  and  with  53  for  England  and 
Wales. 

(d)  Still  Births. 

The  Still  Births  registered  were  0. 

The  percentage  of  Still  Births  to  Total  Births  (alive  and  still-born),  -0,  compared  with 
3-4  in  Craven  Urban  and  4-6  in  Craven  Rural. 

(e)  Maternal  Mortality. 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  from  puerperal  causes,  0. 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  nil,  compared  with  5-5  for  the  Craven  District  and 
3-0  for  England  and  Wales. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 

The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  namely.  Smallpox,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  were  res¬ 
ponsible  for  0  deaths,  compared  with  a  total  of  4  in  the  previous  ten  years. 

Zymotic  Death-rate  :  -00,  compared  with  -0,  -3  and  -2  in  the  previous  three  years, 
and  with  -19  in  the  Craven  Combined  Districts. 


3 


CAUSES  OE  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death,  in  Sedbergh 

Rural  District,  1933.  M.  F. 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  20 


1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

2  Measles 

3  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4  Whooping  Cough 

5  Diphtheria 

6  Influenza 

7  Encephalitis  lethargica 

8  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . . 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 1  Syphilis 

12  General  Paralysis  of  insane 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14  Diabetes 

15  Cerebral  hsemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

16  Heart  disease  ... 

17  Aneurysm 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 

19  Bronchitis 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

22  Peptic  ulcer  ... 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  2  years 

24  Appendicitis  ... 

25  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

26  Other  diseases  of  liver 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

&c. 

32  Senility 

33  Suicide 

34  Other  deaths  from  violence 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 
Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35 

above)  : 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 


—  1 


1 


To  the  total  death-rate  of  12-33 


5  1 

10  11 

6  2 
2  — 


Infectious  Diseases  contributed 

o 

p 

Tuberculosis  „ 

•25 

Cancer  „ 

1-54 

Heart  Disease  ,, 

5-44 

Respiratory  Diseases  ,, 

•50 

Apoplexy 

-00 

Senihty  „ 

•25 

Premature  Birth,  &c.  „ 

•77 

Other  Diseases  „ 

3-6 

The  general  death-rate  is  slightly 
above  average,  infant  mortality  very 
high,  and  maternal  mortality  nil. 


1  2 

—  1 

2  — - 
1  2 
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B— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


1_PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

M.O.H. — Wm.  Scatterty,  M.A.,  M.D.,  C.M.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  Willan  Batty,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

2.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  i 

^  See  Reports  for  1933. 

3.  PROFESSIONAL  NURSING,  MIDWIVES,  etc.  I 

C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(1)  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Your  Inspector  supplies  the  following  summary  : — 

Sedbergh. — The  extension  of  the  supply  to  Marthwaite  is  still  in  abeyance,  but  during 
the  year  a  1"  supply  pipe  to  the  West  Riding  Laundry  and  property  round  Guldrey  was 
found  to  be  inadequate  and  was  replaced  by  a  3"  main  for  150  yards  in  July  ;  a  hydrant 
was  installed  to  serve  the  neighbourhood  near  the  Laundry.  Arrangements  were  also  made 
for  the  owner  of  Ingmire  Cottages  to  take  a  supply  from  the  town  mains  in  place  of  a 
private  supply  which  had  been  reported  on  adversely  by  the  Analyst  :  owners  of  property 
near  Frostrow  Chapel  also  laid  a  private  branch  from  the  Council’s  main  at  Hall  Bank. 

The  supply  again  proved  fairly  adequate  to  the  demands  made  on  it,  in  spite  of  an 
exceptionally  dry  spell  in  April  and  May  following  a  prolonged  drought  in  the  Autumn  of 
1937.  The  reservoir  remained  full  throughout  the  year  except  for  a  period  of  three  wrecks 
in  May,  when  a  low  level  of  14  feet  6  inches  was  recorded,  and  leaflets  were  issued  to  the 
users  advising  economy,  but  no  restrictions  were  imposed.  No  further  steps  have  been 
taken  to  deal  with  loss  on  the  mains.  During  the  Summer  an  officer  of  the  West  Riding 
Public  Health  Department  made  a  survey  of  the  supply  and  took  a  sample  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  report  stated  that  the  sample  showed  “the  presence  of  faecal  organ¬ 
isms.”  In  view  of  this  report,  the  Inspector  was  instructed  to  make  more  frequent  and 
regular  examination  of  the  gathering  grounds,  which  lie  on  the  fells  to  the  north  of  Sedbergh 
and  are  grazed  by  sheep. 

Dent. — Both  the  Dent  and  Leagate  supplies  were  well  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
and  were  subjected  to  a  survey  by  the  County  Public  Health  Department.  The  reports 
on  the  samples  were  not  satisfactory,  the  Dent  supply  showing  evidence  of  “drainage  from  a 
polluted  source”  and  the  Leagate  supply  revealing  the  “presence  of  faecal  organisms.” 
It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  former  report,  as  the  water  is  piped  from  the  place  where 
it  issues  from  the  ground  and  there  are  no  inhabited  buildings  or  even  buildings  where 
cattle  are  housed  above  the  source,  which  is  near  the  moor.  In  making  a  new 
appointment  of  a  Caretaker  of  the  supplies,  it  was  decided,  in  view  of  the  above 
report,  to  separate  the  management  of  the  water  supplies  from  the  management  of  the 
sewage  works  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Hodgson  was  appointed  caretaker  of  the  waterworks  to 
commence  work  1st  January,  1939.  No  extensions  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

2.  SEWERAGE,  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Sedbergh. — The  scheme  outlined  in  the  report  for  1937  was  finally  completed  early 
this  year  and  gave  quite  satisfactory  results  for  some  time.  Trouble  was  then  experienced 
from  sand  washing  from  the  filter  media  to  the  Humus  Tank,  and  it  was  only  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  that  the  filters  began  to*  act  normally  again.  An  exceptionally  heavy  rainfall 
during  the  Summer  and  Autumn  tended  continually  to  overload  the  tanks,  and  the  Engineer 
recommended  an  extra  storm  water  weir  to  deal  with  six  times  the  dry  weather  flow. 
Another  misfortune  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  the  washing  away  and  partial  demolition  of 
Birks  Dam,  which  caused  so  great  a  lowering  of  the  river  bed  level  at  the  higher  syphon 
crossing  as  to  endanger  the  pipe,  and  some  means  will  have  to  be  taken  to  secure  it  when  the 
river  is  low  enough  to  permit  the  work. 
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During  the  year  a  branch  sewer  in  Punch’s  Yard,  Long  Lane,  was  partly  re-laid  and  the 
connections  overhauled. 

Dent. — There  have  been  no  extensions  of  sewer  during  the  year,  and  the  disposal 
works  have  proved  adequate  for  treatment  of  the  sewage.  A  new  caretaker,  Mr.  T.  Heigh, 
was  appointed  in  December  to  commence  duties  on  January  1st,  1939. 

Millthrop. — No  progress  has  been  made  here  on  the  scheme  submitted  by  Messrs. 
Rod  well  and  Son,  and  for  the  present  the  proposal  is  deferred  because  certain  proposed 
developments  to  the  east  of  Millthrop  have  now  been  abandoned. 

3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  &c. 

(a)  Excrement  Disposal. 

Water  carriage  is  the  sole  means  of  disposal  in  the  town  portion  of  the  district.  In 
Sedbergh  5  W.C.’s  were  provided  for  new  property,  and  three  privies  were  converted  to 
W.C.’s  during  the  year,  while  in  Dent  six  privies  were  converted  into  W.C.’s,  two  privies 
into  pail  closets,  and  four  W.C.’s  were  provided  for  new  property.  In  the  rest  of  the  district 
where  sewers  are  not  available  the  block  or  privy  midden  is  still  in  use,  as  shown  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table  : — 

Number  and  character  of  Closet  in  the  district  at  end  of  1938  ; — - 


Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  ...  485 

Privies  with  movable  receptacles  ...  ...  75 

Fresh  Water  Closets  (cistern)  ...  ...  876 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


(b)  Scavenging. 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  include  Hall  Bank,  a  hamlet  of  12  houses,  and  the 
Row,  Farfield  (5  houses),  about  two  miles  out  of  Sedbergh,  in  the  scavenging  area,  and  the 
services  of  a  Council  workman  to  assist  the  contractor  were  withdrawn.  The  work  was  re- 
let  in  June  by  public  contract  and  Messrs.  T.  Mason  &  Son  secured  the  contract  for  one  year 
at  £130.  The  work  has  been  fairly  well  carried  out.  The  Council  provides  a  dust  cart 
for  the  contractor. 

Dent. — In  Spring,  complaints  were  made  by  adjacent  householders  of  the  tipping  of 
refuse  into  Seedsgill,  a  stream  flowing  past  the  village  and  the  Council  decided  to  scavenge 
the  village  by  public  contract  to  mitigate  any  excuse  for  this  undesirable  practice.  Prepara¬ 
tion  was  made  by  calling  upon  the  householders  to  provide  bins  and  convert  as  many 
privies  as  possible  into  W.C.’s,  and  considerable  progress  was  made  in  this  way.  Tenders 
were  invited,  but  the  prices  offered  were  so  high  that  the  Council  refused  them  and  from 
October  1st  to  the  year  end  the  work  was  carried  out  by  day  work.  Further  advertisement 
then  elicited  some  favourable  tenders,  and  Mr.  T.  Heigh  was  given  the  contract  at  £10  per 
annum,  commencing  January  1st,  1939,  for  one  year. 
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4.— SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  Completed  During  1938. 


No.  of  complaints  received  ... 

Sedbergh. 

7 

Dent. 

4 

Garsdale. 

1 

Total. 

12 

New  houses  built  during  year  (private) 

3 

4 

— • 

7 

„  „  „  (Council)  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Number  of  houses,  etc.,  inspected 

...  472 

258 

93 

823 

House  drains  trapped,  cleansed,  etc. 

13 

2 

1 

16 

Sink  waste  trapped 

5 

4 

1 

10 

Dampness  remedied 

12 

— 

1 

13 

Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired,  cleansed,  etc. 

3 

8 

5 

16 

Water  Closets  provided  . 

8 

10 

— 

18 

Ashbins  provided 

8 

59 

— 

67 

Water  supply  provided 

8 

7 

— 

15 

New  Privies  provided 

— 

1 

— 

1 

New  Pail  Closets 

■ — 

2 

— 

2 

Number  of  Ashpits  ordered  to  be  emptied 

5 

3 

2 

10 

Removal  of  Offensive  Accumulation 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Overcrowding 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Slaughterhouses  inspected  ... 

4 

4 

2 

10 

Bakehouses  inspected 

4 

1 

— 

5 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  insjiected 

...  102 

115 

58 

275 

Factories  and  Workshops  inspected 

49 

12 

4 

65 

Plans  of  New  Buildings  approved . 

13 

2 

— 

15 

Statutory  Notices  issued 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Informal  Notices  given 

30 

61 

7 

98 

5._PKEMISES  and  occupations  controlled  by  BYE-LAWS. 


(a)  Common  Lodging-houses. — None  in  District. 

(b)  The  Bakehouses  were  all  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

(c)  Offensive  Trades. — None  in  District. 

(d)  Schools. — 7  Elementary,  1  Public  and  1  Private  Kindergarten. 

1  Private  Boys’  Preparatory  School  at  Settlebeck,  Sedbergh,  was  closed  during  the  year, 
and  the  premises  have  been  required  by  the  West  Riding  Education  Authority  for  develop¬ 
ment  as  Central  and  Infant  Schools. 

(e)  Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  29  workshops  and  36  factories  in  the 
district.  All  have  been  visited  (116  inspections)  and  their  conditions  noted,  without  any 
cause  for  complaint  as  regards  insanitation,  overcrowding,  etc.  There  are  no  outworkers 
in  the  District. 

Most  of  the  industries  are  one-man  businesses  or  carried  on  by  a  family  and  very  few 
workmen  are  engaged.  This  fact  has  a  distinct  bearing  on  the  administration  of  the  Shops 
Act. 

A  Register,  Record  Book,  and  Fire  Escape  Book  are  duly  kept,  in  which  details  are 
entered  as  to  sanitation,  air-space,  ventilation,  drainage  of  floors,  cleanliness,  etc. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  character  of  work  carried  on  in  the  premises  in  each 
township  : — 

FACTORIES. 


Occupation 

Sed¬ 

bergh 

Dent 

Gars- 

dale 

Total 

Laundry 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

Corn  Mill  and  Cheese  Factory 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Shoemaker 

5 

2 

1 

8 

Joiner  and  Cabinet  Maker 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Bobbin  Turner 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Saw  Mills 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Rake  Maker 

1 

— 

1 

Woollen  Mills . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Butcher  (Machinery  used) 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Printer 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Electrical  Station 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Motor  Garage  and  Cycle  Shojis 

5 

1 

1 

7 

TOTAL  . . 

24 

9 

3 

36 

WORKSHOPS. 


Occupation 

Sed.- 

bergh 

Dent 

Gars- 

dale 

Total 

Retail  Baker 

4 

1 

_ 

5 

Saddler 

2 

— 

- 

2 

Painter  and  Plumber 

3 

- 

— 

O 

O 

Tailor  . . 

2 

- 

— 

2 

Dressmaker  and  Milliner 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Blacksmith 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Marble  Mason 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hairdresser 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Machine  Knitting 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Fish  and  Chip  Shoji  . . 

2 

- 

2 

Watch  Maker  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL  . . 

25 

3 

1 

29 

(f)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — None  except  Sedbergh  School  (private). 

(g)  Eradication  of  Bed-Bugs. — No  action  necessary. 

(h)  Camping  Sites. — There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  district  licensed  under  Sec. 
259  P.H.  Act,  1936.  A  few  farmers  allow  temporary  camps  for  a  night  or  two  at  various 
places. 

The  Sedbergh  School  site  is  used  only  for  a  fortnight  at  a  time,  say,  twice  a  year,  and 
then  a  hut  water  supply  and  conveniences,  etc.,  are  provided. 

Some  Boy  Scouts  occupy  a  site  near  Ingmire  Hall  for  a  week  at  Whitsuntide  and 
August,  bringing  their  own  tents  and  using  water-supply  and  conveniences  at  the  Hall. 

Altogether  some'  six  sites  were  used  for  camping  during  1938  for  short  periods — the 
estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  during  the  year  being  50. 

W.  Batty,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


8 

D.— HOUSING. 


STATISTICS. 

(a)  Number  of  NEW  HOUSES  erected  during  1938  : — 

(i.)  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(ii.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  During  the  Year  : — 

(1)  a.  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

(2)  a.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (including  under  sub  head  (1)  above  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  All  recorded 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

subhead)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  6 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  informal  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — . 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  _ 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 


Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Sec.  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

4.— HOUSING  ACT  ,1936— OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  jg 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  0 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  relieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ig 

(d)  Particulars  of  cases  again  overcrowded  after  abatement  ...  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  of  interest  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


During  the  year  no  further  progress  was  made  in  the  reconditioning  of  the  Millthrop 
houses  :  the  owner  promised,  however,  to  go  on  with  the  scheme  as  soon  as  he  could  make 
satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  contractors,  as  the  death  of  his  architect  had  greatly 
inconvenienced  him  and  had  necessitated  the  provision  of  revised  particulars  for  the  con¬ 
tract.  The  bad  weather  throughout  the  year  after  May  also  delayed  the  resumption  of  the 
work. 


In  August,  after  considerable  delay  in  obtaining  consent  to  the  plans  from  the  Ministry, 
the  Council  were  able  to  commence  the  work  of  erection  of  two  houses  on  Bridge  Field,  near 
Millthrop,  for  two  large  families  living  in  unfit  houses.  These  houses  are  designed  so  as  to 
be  easily  convertible  into  three  houses  when  no  longer  required  by  large  families.  The 
contract  was  let  to  Mr.  W.  Potter  and  included  the  demolition  of  two  old  houses  in  Millthrop. 
The  contractor  made  good  progress  with  the  work  and  completed  the  houses  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  No  further  progress  was  made  for  the  provision  of  a  sewer  for  this  estate. 

Overcrowding. — The  comjiletion  of  these  houses  made  it  possible  to  clear  up  the  cases 
of  overcrowding  in  the  district. 

W.  Batty,  Housing  Inspector. 


E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Your  Inspector  reports  : — 

“Inspection  of  the  cowsheds  has  continued  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 
There  is  an  increasing  tendency  to  export  whole  milk  and  a  consequent  decline  in  butter¬ 
making.  There  are  now  two  producers  in  the  district  who  hold  “Tuberculin  tested”  licences. 
The  district  is  remarkably  free  from  tuberculous  cattle  and  it  would  seem  desirable  that 
more  producers  should  establish  tested  herds  as  strongly  urged  by  the  Ministry’s  Inspector. 


Number  of  Cowkeepers  registered  ... 

...  270 

)  J 

Cowsheds 

...  295 

55 

Cows  (approximately) 

...  2,500 

55 

Inspections  made 

...  385 

5  5 

Wholesale  Traders  registered  ... 

...  252 

5  5 

Retail  Traders  registered 

18 

(b)  MEAT  —  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  10  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  were  all  regularly  visited  and  the  necessary  steps 
taken  to  protect,  so  far  as  possible,  the  meat  exposed  for  sale  in  shops  and  hawkers’  carts. 
Notice  of  slaughtering  is  sent  to  the  Inspector,  and  no  unsound  meat  has  so  far  as  known  been 
marketed. 

Of  the  10  slaughterhouses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year,  two  are  registered  under  the  bye¬ 
laws  and  8  licensed.  All  have  complied  with  notices  for  structural  improvements.  Some 
are  used  only  for  the  slaughter  of  Sheep,  which  is  now  included  in  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act. 

No.  of  cases  where 


Beasts  . . . 

No.  of  Carcases 
inspected. 

31 

No.  condemned  for 
Tuberculosis. 

part  condemned 
for  other  causes. 

Calves  . . . 

4 

— 

— 

Sheep 

16 

— 

— 

Lambs  ... 

34 

■ — 

— 

Pigs 

20 

— 

— 

10 

(c)  ADULTEEATION. 

Sampling  of  milk  and  action  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  undertaken  by  the 
W.R.C.C.  are  reported  upon  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

F.— PREVALANCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(a)  NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  District,  as  for  some  past  years,  was  remarkably  free  from  non-notifiable  disease. 

(b)  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  notifiable  diseases,  definite  and  suspected,  were  : — Scarlet  Fever  1,  Diphtheria 
1,  Pneumonia  3 — the  Diphtheria  and  Pneumonia  cases  being  removed  to  Settle  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Zymotic  death-rate  :  Nil. 

(c)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  notified  or  otherwise  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  : — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  3 — 1  Male  (38)  and  2  Females  (40  and  57). 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  I  (later  withdrawn). 

Deaths  :  1  Male  (38).  Tuberculosis  Death-rate,  -25,  compared  with  -32  for  Craven  Com¬ 
bined  Districts. 

Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year  :  Pulmonary  ...  2  Males,  6  Females. 

Non-Pulmonary...  1  Male,  0  Female. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1935,  relating  to  Tuberculous  Employees  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62,  which  empowers  certain  cases  of  Tuberculosis  to  be  com¬ 
pulsorily  removed  to  Hospital. 

(D)  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  (P.H.  Act,  1936,  Section  176). 

Apart  from  provision  by  the  County  Council  of  hospital  treatment  for  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  welfare  centres,  school  clinics  and  the  systematic  examination  of  school- 
children,  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Bacteriological  specimens  sent  to  County  Laboratory  for  examination  :  Sputum  and 
urine  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  16,  Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  5,  Miscellaneous  16 — total  37. 

I  would  here  beg  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  your  Insj)ector,  Mr.  Batty,  for  much 
valuable  assistance  in  carrying  on  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  district  and  for  details 
of  work  carried  out  by  him  during  the  year. 

The  following  matters  are  suggested  for  your  special  consideration  : — 

1.  The  provision  of  a  filtered  water  supply  for  Hawes  Junction  cottages. 

2.  Improved  sanitary  conveniences,  sewering  and  scavenging  for  Dent. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SCATTERTY,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 


Keighley, 

May,  1939. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  ETC.,  IN  1938. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126 

County  Boroughs 
and 

Great  Towns 
including 
London. 

148 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census) 

Craven 

Combined 

District. 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Births : 

Live 

15-1 

15-0 

15-4 

12-4 

Still  ...  . 

0-60 

0-65 

0-60 

0-55 

Deaths  ; 

All  Causes 

11-6 

11-7 

11-0 

12-9 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

0  00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

Smallpox 

0-00 

— 

0-00 

0-00 

Measles 

0-04 

0  05 

0-03 

0-01 

Scarlet  Fever 

0  01 

0  01 

0-01 

0-02 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0  03 

0  03 

0-02 

0  00 

Diphtheria 

0-07 

0-07 

0-06 

0-06 

Influenza 

Oil 

0-10 

0-11 

0-06 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0  00 

Scarlet  Fever 

2-41 

2-60 

2-58 

1-51 

Diphtheria 

1-58 

1-85 

1-53 

1-22 

Enteric  Fever 

0  03 

0-03 

0-04 

0  00 

Erysipelas 

0-40 

0-46 

0-39 

0-20 

Pneumonia 

1-10 

1-28 

0-98 

0-37 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

53 

57 

51 

34 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2  years  of  age . 

5-5 

7-8 

3-6 

5-5 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-89 

1 

1-4 

Others 

2-19 

Not  ava 

liable 

4-1 

Total 

3  08 

) 

5-5 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-86 

1 

13 

Others 

2-11 

I-  Not  ava 

liable 

3-9 

Total  ... 

3-97 

1 

5-3 

Notifications  : 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ) 

14-42 

18-08 

12-51 

5-3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ) 
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